towards community services. This has given local authorities the function of caring for most of the mentally ill who are not being treated within hospitals and will allow them to play as big a part ?n mental health as they have done in physical health. The opportunity has been created to provide a truly comprehensive mental health service, through the co-operation of local authorities with hospitals and general practitioners.
In this article, an attempt is made to consider the main features ?f local authority action in mental health and the directions in which this is likely to be developed. As an observer, rather than a Participant in local authority services, the author trusts that those of greater experience will be indulgent of the views expressed.
No comprehensive review can be given here of the earlier functions of local authority services for the mentally ill, the changes rnade by the National Health Service Act, not the Royal Commission's recommendations, except to note that when the part played hy Justices of the Peace in certification ceases, it will end a link between the Justices and the care of mental illness, which is of great antiquity.
It may be convenient to consider the development of local Authority services under several main headings?referring both to types of staff concerned and the problems they face.
Social Workers "The effectiveness of community care will depend directly on the quality of staff, which in turn depends on the training available," (Donaldson 1960 
Conclusion
With the conquest of most of the major infections, the public health services have lost some of the function for which they were evolved in the last century. If, however, they can accept the challenge of mental ill-health, they will have a field of operations which ls equally large and more complex, extending into every aspect of human activity. The epidemiology of these conditions has scarcely begun to be studied and we are, comparatively, still in the era of John Snow in this respect?a few clues have emerged, whose aetiotagical significance is doubtful.
There is no doubt as to the value of the contribution which l?cal authorities can make to caring for the mentally ill. The Samples given above suggest that this will be most effective when aPplied in the closest co-operation with other medical agencies.
Rental health offers an opportunity to break away from the artificial distinction between treatment and public health action, which ls a legacy from obsolete 19th century circumstances.
